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ern Asia Minor meant that railways which were for the
strategic defense of Turkey against Russia would be put
into the hands of Russia and her ally France! Baron
Marschall sympathized with him completely. He, too, saw
shattered at a blow all his own efforts of twenty years in
strengthening German influence in Turkey, in trying to save
the Ottoman Empire from disintegration, and in building
the Bagdad Railway. He foresaw that an acceptance of
Russia's demands would be interpreted by the Balkan
States as indubitable evidence of the great superiority of
the Triple Entente over the Triple Aliance, The Balkan
States would be quick to line up on the side of the former,
because superior strength was the unfailing argument
which determined their political allegiance. He pleaded at
great length with the German Foreign Office to aid Turkey
in resisting Russia. When he was told that Germany would
not oppose the opening of the Straits because there was
little doubt that England would oppose it, and that Ger-
many would only be playing England's game and offending
Russia needlessly, Baron Marschall sent in his resignation.
Later, however, he was persuaded to withdraw it, when it
soon appeared that the German Foreign Office had quite
correctly surmised England's attitude.127
Rumors of Charykov's negotiations had meanwhile
leaked out and caused no less indignation among the Young
Turks and in the Turkish Press than Hassim Bey had ex-
pressed to Baron Marschall. On December 6, the Jeni
Gazette, though it usually inclined to favor England, pub-
lished a leading article to the effect that, "The Russians
want to degrade the great and glorious Turkish Empire into
a province standing under a Russian protectorate,.but the
Ottomans will never tolerate this." Hassim Bey was fur-
ther encouraged to resist Charykov's demands on learning
that Sir Edward Grey had told the Turkish Ambassador in
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